
BONDED WAREHOUSING
WHAT IS

A bonded warehouse is a secure facility where imported goods can be stored 
without the immediate payment of customs duties. Duties and taxes are only 
paid when the goods are released from the warehouse for sale or further 
distribution. These warehouses operate under customs supervision, ensuring 
that goods are not tampered with or sold without the proper clearance.

When to Use: Commonly used by importers and exporters dealing with large 
volumes of goods, especially when trading between regions with complex 
customs regulations, such as between China and Europe.

Key Benefits: These warehouses provide a significant cash flow advantage by 
delaying duty payments, offering time to process customs paperwork, and 
allowing for goods to be inspected and repackaged under customs supervision.



NON-BONDED WAREHOUSING
WHAT IS

A non-bonded warehouse is a standard storage facility where goods can be 
stored after customs duties and taxes have been paid. Unlike bonded 
warehouses, these facilities are not under direct customs supervision. Once 
goods enter a non-bonded warehouse, they are cleared for sale or further 
distribution, making them immediately available for market entry.

When to Use: Non-bonded warehousing is used when speed to market is 
essential, particularly for retailers or manufacturers with stable demand. It’s the 
best choice when you need goods readily available for quick distribution.

Key Benefits: Non-bonded warehouses offer quick access to your goods, 
enabling immediate distribution without customs delays. This is ideal for 
businesses with fast-moving inventory or seasonal products, ensuring rapid 
market response and turnover.



BONDED VERSUS NON-BONDED
THE DIFFERENCE

WAREHOUSE
Customs & Duties: In bonded warehousing, duties are deferred until goods are released, 
aiding cash flow. Non-bonded warehousing requires upfront duty payment, making goods 
ready for immediate market entry.

Customs Supervision & Processing: Bonded warehouses operate under strict customs 
control, allowing goods to be stored and processed without clearing customs. 
Non-bonded warehouses offer faster processing and distribution, without customs 
oversight.

Usage & Market Response: Bonded warehouses are ideal for high-value or 
uncertain-demand goods, offering flexibility to delay market entry. Non-bonded 
warehouses suit businesses needing quick access to inventory, perfect for fast-moving or 
seasonal products.

Risk Management: Bonded warehousing helps mitigate risks by holding goods during 
volatile market conditions. Non-bonded warehousing simplifies logistics for stable, 
predictable supply chains.



BONDED VERSUS NON-BONDED
THE DIFFERENCE

WAREHOUSE

Bounded Warehouse Non-Bonded Warehouse

Customs & Duties

Usage & Market Response

Customs Supervision & 
Processing

Risk Management

Duties deferred until goods are 
released

Duties paid upfront

High-value goods
Delayed market entry

Fast-moving or seasonal 
goods

Stored under customs control No Customs control

Mitigate risks under volatile 
market

Simplified logistics under 
stable supply chain



Let’s get in touch! 

contact@asi-logistics.asia
www.asi-logistics.asia

Let’s get in touch! 

contact@asi-logistics.asia
www.asi-logistics.asia

The seller handles the goods until they are loaded onto the shipment 
vessel, including customs clearance at the port of origin. The risks 
and costs then transfer from the seller to the buyer.

FREE ON BOARD (FOB)
WHAT IS

SELLER BUYER

The buyer is responsible for completing the shipment, including 
booking the container, insuring the cargo, and receiving it at POD. 
Ocean freight, handling charges at POD, import clearance charges & 
duty, if any, are in the buyer's/consignee's account.

INCOTERMS
WHAT ARE

Incoterms, or International Commercial Terms, are a series of 
internationally recognized trade terms that define the responsibilities 
of buyers and sellers in international transactions.

They are published by the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 
and specify the responsibilities of both parties in the delivery of 
goods, including tasks such as transportation, insurance, and the 
transfer of risks. Incoterms are widely used in international trade and 
are a key part of any international sales contract.
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EX WORKS (EXW)
WHAT IS

The seller is only responsible for making the goods available at their 
loading area, not for any cost or risk associated with the 
transportation.

The buyer is responsible for completing the shipment, in other words, 
for arranging and paying for transportation and additional costs 
associated with getting the goods to the destination (loading, primary 
transportation, origin THC, freight, cargo clearance, etc.). 

SELLER BUYER
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SERVICES
OUR

ASI Logistics offers a complete range of value-added logistics & freight 
forwarding services from, to, and within Asia.

• SEA FREIGHT

• AIR FREIGHT

• MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION

• CONSOLIDATION

• INTEGRATED, DOOR-TO-DOOR TRANSPORT & REPORTING

• SCALABLE & CONNECTED WAREHOUSING & DISTRIBUTION

• VALUE-ADDED LOGISTICS SERVICES

• E-COMMERCE CROSS BORDER
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GLOBAL PRESENCE
OUR

CAMBODIA

Qingdao   Qingdao@asi-logistics.asia

Shanghai   Shanghai@asi-logistics.asia

Ningbo   Ningbo@asi-logistics.asia

Xiamen   Xiamen@asi-logistics.asia

Hong Kong   Hongkong@asi-logistics.asia

Phnom Penh   Cambodia@asi-logistics.asia

Ho Chi Minh City   Vietnam@asi-logistics.asia

NORTH CHINA

VIETNAM

SOUTH CHINA

OUR NETWORKOUR OFFICES


